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pubhc‘hearulng for. cmzen
feedback on proposed rules
governing_the keeping-of

horses quxckly tumed con-_
~ frontational’ Thursday

‘‘‘‘‘

night, as. many who -own-

the ammals felt the Board

of Healthj. was rummg the

rural feel of the town by
‘runmng horses out of
Duxbury ,

-The Board of Health
held Thursday s session to

clanfy any confusmn with
the. proposed regulanons
which are still in draft for-
mat after a 'year of work.
At the start of the hearing,
Chairman - Thomas
O’Regai informed those in
‘attendance that it would be

the’ only pubhc forum on

the matter, but if citizens
‘wanted ‘to attend- future
board meetings where it
was being discussed, they
could do so.

continued on page 6
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Board’s Horse Rules Lassoed

continued from page one

That would change, how-
ever, as horse owner after
horse owner in the standing
room only -Mural Room
expressed their disappoint-
ment and outrage at what was
being presented. )

Equestrian journalist and
trainer Annie Eldridge of
Harrison Street was the first
to address the board, ques-
tioning the credentials of
those they sought to help
craft the new rules and asking
the board if any of them
owned horses.. With a reply
¢ of no from every board mem-
ber, Eldridge urged the board
to listen carefully to each of
the people . who . addressed
them, adding that she had
met with the board this sum-
mer, but none of her sugges-
tions appeared in the draft
regulations.

Horse owners expressed
their frustration with pro-.
posed rules.to keep- horses
on their-property last week.

acre' ]
“on -that; roperty. .. Eldridge
: questxoned how: they.could do
.this: "as- these': I
should be in lme with zoning
*regulatlons by the. town

nnle
.the

Street’s
questioned

Harrison
Eldridge
. experts.the .Board of. Heaith
used: in-coming up. wnh new
horse and stable rules.

O’Regan reminded
Eldridge that the board is
doing their best to create reg-
ulations, as they are just in
draft format, and ‘that every-

one’s input! would be listened

to and ‘valued.

“When you say to us it’s
our ‘last opportumty to com-
ment,” you ‘put us on the
defensxve,” said Eldridge. .

She:went-on to comment

-on the separation requirements

in the proposed regulations,
which call for a 150-foot set-
back for: corral fencmg from a

, dwellmg not occupled by the
~-owner or, operator or:25 feet to
“'the’ property line, saying this

prevented anyonc with a one
t from: keepmg a horse

egulunons

agement of the space.

“You really can’t dictate to -

a horse owner what kind of
[loose running in a corral]
their horses deserve,” she
said. “That is as personal a
matter as child rearing is to
parcnts.”

Merry Avenue’s Susan
Littlefield said she did not
understand the nced for rules
and regulations after hundreds
of ycars without them, espe-
cially in Duxbury, a town that
just worked to save the O’Neil
farm. She said the new rules
would change the rural char-

-acter of the town and that this

is more about owners taking

- care of their horses, which

many in town do.

Debbie Yates, a veterinari-
an, said that if the regulations
were a reaction to a concern
for public health, the docu-
ment . -“way oversteps  its
boundaries.”

“Horse owners know more

.about * this and ‘make all
attempts to be good HCIgthI'S

in Duxbury,” she added, saying
it should up to the owner to
look at their own property and
make the best arrangements for
them and abutting-neighbors.
She echded concemns on set-
backs and corrected the board’s
‘rules on’ lmmumzauan, cumg
concern. ' regarding ~equine
encephahm, which- she said

: comes from birds, not horscs.

= ulés:

= , ", ‘possibl
-why: ‘the “board* ‘was speci- ~ |

ffymg the size of a- corral or'-f 3
' i : tlon of the rules one step fur-

PEE)

~issue of size: but\ of man-_'

“‘Even non-horse owners,
such. as”Lisa Marnell, spoke
out .against - the proposed
Sheﬂtold the. board that
nning to get a pony

s

“she-is

it the near«future for her chil-

‘den]; ‘but if these regulations
passed'as is; that would not be

B meoln Street’s Dav:d
Cheney took the implementa-
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Duxbury's Board of Health got an- earfu hursday night

ther, sdying that if they passed,
he might have to “put down”
two of  his -older horses, at
which - many in the crowd
mumbled shock and sadness.

The only.person among the
20 or sothat,addressed the
board to speik in favor of the
regulations - was Bay Road’s
Judy Tortora, who said that the
town- has:changed over the
yéars and that there are very
few who live here who consid-
er it “rural” with the density in
population and housing. As an
abutter t0 a horse owner, she
_supported the setback rule,
saying she did not understand
why she had to be closer to a
pile of manure than the owner

~of the animal, pointing out that
in her own situation, her house
has more flies and mice than
ever before,

“I think' there are those
who need to be protected and
there are people who are not
happy and need help,” she
said.

Tortora’s neighbor, horse
owner Susan Roy, said that she
felt she was the impetus for the
rules, given her interactions
with neighbors, which she.said
has not been done in person,

but through- complaints “and -

letters to the Clipper. She
urged the board to- re-examine
their regulations and maintain
their job of determining issues

of*health and safety and not .

zomng through setback regula-
tions “to zone out responsible
horse owners.” o

proposed rules and regulatlons govermng horses and stables

"this right the first time.”

With so.much outcry, Elm
Street’s Ted Heidénreich sug-
gested that .the -Board of
Health use those in-the audi-
ence who seemed to know a
great deal about horse man-

" agement, by including them in

a subcommittee to help redraft
the rules and regulations, a
suggestion met ‘with applause
by many in the audience.
After the meeting in which
board members admitted sev-

~ eral times -that' they needed
-more work: on several issues

raised by horse owners,
O’Regan asked for volunteers

Gfor the committee, a request

met by over a dozen horse

.OWners.

. “We fully anticipate a fol-
low-up to this hearing -and

-reaching out in a.more formal

way for community represen-
tatives as we digest this input
and readdress- the . document

-we put out at another public

hearing;” he said. “Let’s get

ngry horse nwners m town over



